Translation of a letter from St. Petersburg

Hi to all who work for VOA!

I was surprised and amazed to learn about the possible closure of VOA Russian Service. I have been listening to you since 1975. During Soviet times you could find out world and local news through VOA Russian. Thanks to you, I heard about the dissidents, about democracy, and much more that I would never have heard of through the Soviet press. Your station was very influential. Opinions expressed in your show influenced the Soviet leadership, we found out what the views of the West were on various issues of the day. 

Now times have changed. President Bush’s speeches at the G8 surprise us. Turns out, that Russia is building a “Russian democracy” “Yesterday’s Komsomols and Communists have in 15 years reached the path that it took the US 200 years to achieve, and the French 300.” I think personally that there is no “Russian” or “American” democracy. It’s either a democracy or not.

Russia before was a political camp and now it’s a criminal camp.

Western businessmen have earned respect: they won their capital by their minds, talent and hard work through several generations. In Russia it’s the opposite.  In Russia the successful ones are those who fought over the spoils and won. And these are the people to whom the President entrusts democracy?        

I always considered VOA to be a powerful force for democracy in the world. It has a great reputation and much influence. 

Then the writer asks us to help him with living arrangements, which are not guaranteed like they were in Soviet times.    

